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College Prep Requirements: Core Academic Courses – Fall 2011
General Assumptions and Expectations
· All college prep students who are not taking an approved PCS regional or junior/community college class in the core academic subjects – English, Mathematics, Social Studies, and Science – are required to attend the weekly online advisory hours taught by our Department Chairs.

· Students participate in the weekly online advisory hour.  “Participate” means attending for the full hour and chatting, blogging, and posting responses and assignments, as required by the Department Chair.
· Students use approved college prep materials and post a list of titles to the relevant advisory site at the beginning of the semester (updating as needed).  ISTs and students are encouraged to consult with the Department Chairs when selecting college prep course materials.
· Students post portfolio requirements to the advisory site throughout the semester (with all required documents uploaded by the semester deadline of January 20, 2012).
· ISTs verify student participation by logging into the advisory site each week and confirming student activity.  (Note: ISTs are able to verify student blogging and posting activity at any time throughout the week, not just during the advisory hour.  ISTs are encouraged to visit the advisory sites with their college prep students.)
· ISTs are responsible for weekly assignments, pacing, grades, and test prep.
· Department Chairs are responsible for subject and portfolio assignment support, weekly advisory hour (including mini-lessons), confirmation of appropriate rigor, and feedback about evaluation of student work.
· ISTs and Department Chairs will copy the relevant AC on all communications about student progress, as well as the interested student and the Program Coordinator, as appropriate.
Contact Information
English Department Chair: Tammy Dier, tammy.dier@pathwayscharter.org
Mathematics Department Chair: Nathan Feileacan, nathan.feileacan@pathwayscharter.org
Social Studies Department Chair: Allison Greene, allison.greene@pathwayscharter.org
Science Department Chair: Kit Mayberry, kit.mayberry@pathwayscharter.org
Program Coordinator: Michele Blaisdell, michele.blaisdell@pathwayscharter.org 

CP English: Semester Portfolio Requirements
1. Weekly participation in online advisory hour:
Grade 9: Fridays, 9-10am

Grades 10-12: Fridays, 10-11am
2. One literary analysis paper: short story

3. One literary analysis paper: novel

4. One journalism article (and participation in online debate)

5. One research paper (taken from any course or discipline)
6. One additional paper: cause/effect, compare/contrast, autobiographical incident/narrative, creative writing/script, how-to/process, college application essay, journalism article, literary analysis, poetry
Note: the fall Clear Writing persuasive essay may not be used to satisfy a portfolio requirement.
CP Mathematics: Semester Portfolio Requirements

1. Weekly participation in online advisory hour: Mondays, 3-4pm
2. Weekly sample of a problem with discussion of solution process from text (assigned by IST and posted by student)
3. All starred assignments (from syllabus/weekly pacing guide)
4. All chapter tests*
5. All unit assessments*
6. Course placement exam*
7. Course final exam*
Note: grades for all “*” items reported to Department Chair (by IST via email) as completed throughout the semester.
CP Social Studies: Semester Portfolio Requirements
1. Weekly participation in online advisory hour: Mondays, 2-3pm
2. Weekly sample of 1-2 critical thinking questions and answers from text (assigned by IST and posted by student)

3. Weekly discussion posts about current events (assigned by Department Chair and posted by student)

4. Current event position paper (based on review and analysis of a current event and supported by research)

5. Research paper or project, including at least two graphic elements (e.g., timeline, chart, map, illustration, graph, political cartoon):

a. Fall semester: research paper

b. Spring semester: research project with accompanying formal presentation

CP Science: Semester Portfolio Requirements
1. Weekly participation in online advisory hour: Fridays, 8-9am
2. Weekly posts about labs-in-progress
3. Weekly sample of 1-2 critical thinking questions and answers from text (assigned by IST and posted by student)

4. 10 formal lab reports (with two lab reports posted each month, clearly labeled and numbered)

5. Student-selected evidence of scientific research (not a lab, e.g., a short paper or poster about a topic, including three references, two of which must be from primary scientific literature)
6. Student-designed experiment, formal write-up, and thorough analysis

7. Sample of vocabulary, including etymologies of selected terms
8. Science current event analysis that meets department guidelines

9. Sample of unit or chapter review questions and answers

10. Department final exam
