Pathways Charter School

Clear Writing Demonstration 

Assignment – Fall 2009
Student Directions

Purpose
Pathways Charter School desires to help you develop all of your potential to be the best writer possible. This is a wonderful opportunity to receive information on the strengths in your writing, as well as any further suggestions for improvement. This assignment will help you evaluate your chances of passing the CAHSEE (California High School Exit Exam), if you have not already done so, the writing portion of the SAT Reasoning Test, and community college placement exams.  It will also help you to work toward expressing yourself in the best way possible in the written form, whether your intention is to attend college or to enter the workplace.

The goal is for you to produce a piece of work that is reflective of your ability to use the writing process to clearly communicate information about a certain topic. The writing assignment will be reviewed by a team of readers who will place the writing into a category from 1-4.  If the writing is placed into a category 3, 2, or 1, then a resubmission of a writing assignment will be required in the Spring of 2010 in order to demonstrate how well you have progressed in your ability to express yourself in writing. If the writing is placed into a category 4, then future Clear Writing assignments will be optional.

By following the attached rubric, you can improve your score by making sure that certain elements are included in your final draft. Before submitting your work, please review your final essay and highlight the elements within the rubric that most closely match the elements in your paper. Whichever column is highlighted the most would be your estimated score. Please contact the English Department Chair if you have any questions: tammy.dier@pathwayscharter.org. 

Thank you!
Topic to Write About
According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, vegetarianism is defined, in part, as: “The theory or practice of living solely upon vegetables, fruits, grains, and nuts – with or without the addition of milk products and eggs.” (http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/624623/vegetarianism) 

Your task is to write a persuasive essay defending your position regarding the practice of vegetarianism: Are you for it or against it and why? Consider and address several of the following perspectives: ethical, cultural, environmental, political, nutritional, financial, personal.
Directions  
1. In your essay, please include:

· A clear focus in a thesis – or main point – that argues for your position.
· An introduction, a body, and a conclusion.
· In the body of your essay, include at least three points or reasons, written into well-developed paragraphs supporting your thesis, and clear explanations with specific examples of what you mean.
· You are required to properly incorporate and cite at least two outside sources to support your argument. Include citations within the body of the paper, as well as on a separate Works Cited page.
· Remember to include other possible opinions that differ from yours (counter arguments) in the essay.
2. Your audience is composed of the adults in your community (parents, teachers, leaders) who are interested in the perspectives and opinions of young people. 
3. Write approximately 2 ½ to 3 pages. The format needs to be double-spaced using Times or Arial 12 point font.
4. You will have two weeks to complete this assignment along with your normal assignments from your IST.

5. You are required to turn in all of the following with your final paper: all pre-writing, outlines and rough drafts, the final draft, a works cited page, a sample of your research, and a self-evaluated and highlighted rubric.
