Current Event/Article Response Guidelines:

Science writing assignments:

· may include responses to a course related current event; 

· may be an analysis of a current controversy involving subject and society; 

· must include critical evaluation of sources and biases; 

· must be 1-2 pages in length (handwritten or 12 font, double-spaced)

Students may choose to structure a response in a format called a “3-2-1.”  In the first paragraph they state 3 important concepts along with reasons WHY the student believes they are important.  In the second paragraph, the student presents two ideas they found confusing or unintelligible or that they don’t agree with or find convincing.  If the student chooses to include unfamiliar terms in this category, they must look up the words and include their definitions in their response.  The last paragraph is just one idea the student thought was cool, interesting or maybe they would like to know more about.  It could be a related question.  

Sample Sources for Response Paper Topics:

Critical thinking questions outlined in texts

Conflicting opinions materials

A controversial issue that merits further exploration

A current event that prompts significant interest and investigation

Science/tech pages of web sites, such as http://sfgate.com/science/ orhttp://www.sciencedaily.com/ 

Other appropriate sources include local newspapers (sometimes hidden in the Science/Technology sections) and monthly magazines (can borrow from the Science Dept.)
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