Prealgebra 

Spring 2009

Daily Agenda


Lesson 1

Monday, February 2, 2009

Welcome!
No class this Weds. due to the Exit Exam

Class Intro:

Basics: Your success in mastering math skills is paramount!
Math is a 4 letter word, a separate language of its own, including vocabulary, symbolism, sentence structure and conventions

Utilize all your resources: your teacher, your teaching assistants, your book, your IST, your family.

Use your book:


Read short section introduction


Follow examples


Try checkpoint exercises


When doing the HW, check your answers with selected answers in the 
back; keep a post it or book mark there to make it easier and quicker.


Check “Student handbook” section in the back for quick review

Keep a notebook: can be a folder or binder with binder paper or a spiral or 
composition book. We will use it to record problem solving strategies and 
homework examples.

Use your TAs: Bethany and Tucker

Use your teacher:


Come prepared to class with your book, notebook, favorite writing 



instrument, positive attitude and your questions.  

Practice cultivating a positive attitude: patience, enthusiasm, poise
Syllabus to follow

Classwork:  

1. Whiteboards in pairs: The 4 operations: 


1. Symbol(s) 2. Definition/synonyms  3.Term for the Answer  4. Example

2. Individual Prealgebra “Pictionary” Sheet for 4 terms (same as above)
HW,  Due no later than Weds., Feb. 25): check odds against the answers in the back of the book:
	Practice, operations with decimals, p. xx

	Practice, factors and multiples, p. xx

	Practice, operations with fractions, p. xxi

	Practice, conversions w/ decimals, p. xxi

	Practice, comparing & ordering numbers, p. xxii

	Practice, perimeter, area & volume, p. xxii

	Practice, data displays, p. xxiii
Practice, measures of central tendency, p. xxiii
Please show your work and do not use a calculator! 

Bring your completed assignments and questions back on Monday.




	Lesson 2

Mon., Feb. 9, 2009

Welcome back!

Announcements: No classes next Mon and Tues., Feb 16 and 17 for Presidents; Day Holiday.

Classwork:  

Today:

Finish up whiteboard presentations on the four basic operations.

Add to prealgebra pictionary sheet (now 9 terms total):

Equals

Is less than

Is greater than

Is less than or equal to

Is greater than or equal to

Remember to record the term on the line and in the box next to it, include:

1. Symbol(s) 

2. Definition/synonyms  

3.Term for the Answer (only for operations) 

4. Example

No new HW: due Weds, Feb, 11:

1. Prealgebra Pictionary sheet with 9 terms completed

2. Practice sets, all exercises, checking the odds against the answers in the back of the text, p. xx-xxiii.



Lessons 3 and 4
Weds., Feb. 11, 2009

Weds., Feb. 18, 2009

No classes next Mon and Tues., Feb 16 and 17 for Presidents; Day Holiday.
 Lessons 5,6
Mon., February 23 and Weds., Feb 25, 2009

Welcome back!

Announcements: This Friday (the 27th) is the end of grading period 6: all work due by this Weds at latest.

New HW, due Weds:

Decimals, p. 759-760, Read the brief review, read through and follow the examples.  Then complete the exercises, in the “skills review” WITHOUT USING A CALCULATOR, SHOWING ALL YOUR WORK, # 1-25 all, checking your odd answers against the back of the book answers.

If you find you cannot figure out how to complete the exercises, the minimum assignment that you should do is to work through the examples IN WRITING, showing each step.  This will help you learn as well as train you to write down the steps you take to find the answer to any exercise (i.e. showing your work).

New HW, due next Mon:

Read the brief review, read through and follow the examples.  Then complete the exercises, in the “skills review” WITHOUT USING A CALCULATOR, SHOWING ALL YOUR WORK, # 1-25 all, checking your odd answers against the back of the book answers.

1. Factors and Multiples, p. 761-2, #1-48 all. 
2. Fractions, p. 763-766, #1-64 all. 

3.  Writing Fractions and decimals, p. 768, #1-16.
If you find you cannot figure out how to complete the exercises, the minimum assignment that you should do is to work through the examples IN WRITING, showing each step.  This will help you learn as well as train you to write down the steps you take to find the answer to any exercise (i.e. showing your work).

If finished with the practice on pp. xx-xxiii, proceed to:

Subtraction practice handout (OK to just do the odds...)

Bring your questions to class! Our last class this grading period is next Weds., Feb. 25!

All work due no later than Friday, Feb. 27th!

Lesson 7
March 2, 2009

First day of month 7!
Puzzle Day (3 Handouts):

Review arithmetic operations, properties of real numbers, problem solving strategies, solving for unknown quantities.


Ken Ken 4X4


Ken Ken 6X6 (Extra Credit)

Fencing grid

Finish for HW, DUE Weds!
Classwork:  

Why be good at math?

One answer: to protect your assets.

Real world application in the upcoming months for example: taxes


Different tax forms


State and Federal Taxes

Tools needed: patience, good eyesight, reading ability, writing ability (or can do on the computer, using turbo tax or other tax preparation software), calculator and tax forms. (HW will be to Complete a second return for the W2 provided)

History of taxation:


Akbar of Byzantine Empire


The Boston Tea Party

Types of taxes

Survey of income tax forms:


State, federal

Filing to get your money back


Getting ready to prepare a 1040 EZ

No new HW!
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