Weekly Assignment Guide for Assemblage
This is general assignment pacing for reading and writing. Additional grammar, vocab, and SAT prep should be added as appropriate. Please feel free to contact English Department Chair: Tammy Dier (707-486-4574, tammy.dier@pathwayscharter.org). 
Month 1: Week 1: 

Assign a pre-writing activity and rough draft of an Autobiographical Incident, Creative Writing, How-To, or College Entrance essay

Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions. 
(See Prestwick House, Teacher’s Pet, or other suggested literature study guides for guidance.)
Month 1: Week 2: 


Critique, develop, revise (add detail, dialogue, etc.)


Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions. 

Month 1: Week 3:

Assign outline/pre-writing and first draft of first literary analysis essay based on previously-assigned questions.

Month 1: Week 4: 

Finish reading and revise essay; look critically at thesis and topic sentences along with content.

Month 2: Week 1: 


Begin thinking of an area for a research project


Assign reading and comprehension or critical thinking questions. 

Month 2: Week 2: 

Begin research online and through other sources. Take notes and keep track of sources for works cited page.


Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions. 

Month 2: Week 3:

Assign outline/prewriting of research based on notes. Begin rough draft (2-3 pages).

Month 2: Week 4: 

Revise research based on additional reading, reorganizing, clarifying information, and citing all sources. 

NOTE: Depending on the student, the research reading may suffice for the month. Other students may continue with regular curriculum. Assign short answer questions during the first two drafts of research writing. After that, students may continue to develop and refine their research as needed throughout the semester.
Month 3: Week 1: 


Review structure and components of a comparative essay

Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions with a comparative essay in mind.

Month 3: Week 2: 


Assign prewriting activity (Venn Diagram) for comparative essay

Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions with a comparative essay in mind.

Month 3: Week 3:

Assign rough draft of comparative essay 2-3 pages. Discuss organization, thesis, and topic sentences. 

Assign review of materials or additional reading as needed to broaden writing task. 

Month 3: Week 4: 


Assign final draft of comparative essay.  Discuss flow of ideas.


Assign review of materials or additional reading as needed to refine writing task. 
Month 4: Week 1: 


Discuss possible topics for persuasive writing (controversial or literary analysis)

Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions with a persuasive essay in mind.

Month 4: Week 2: 


Assign prewriting activity (outline or free-write) for persuasive essay

Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions with a persuasive essay in mind.

Month 4: Week 3:

Assign rough draft of persuasive essay 2-3 pages. Discuss organization, thesis, and topic sentences. 

Assign review of materials or additional reading as needed to broaden writing task. 

Month 4: Week 4: 


Assign final draft of persuasive essay.  Discuss flow of ideas.


Assign review of materials or additional reading as needed to refine writing task. 

Month 5: Week 1: 


Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions 


Discuss portfolio selections and provide opportunity for revision

Month 5: Week 2: 


Assign reading and reading comprehension or critical thinking questions

Assign a rough draft of a student-choice writing activity (literary analysis, creative writing, autobiographical incident, persuasive or how-to) 

Month 5: Week 3:


Assign final draft of writing. 

Month 5: Week 4: 


Complete portfolio checklist together. Have student complete self-evaluation. 

