Reading guide questions for Our Town
Act I 

1. Is the Stage Manager like the other characters in the play? How is he different? What is his function? 

2. What is Grover's Corners like? What seems to be the attitude of its residents? (refer to Polish Town & Canuck families) 

3. How does the stage manager manipulate our sense of time? How does he introduce the past and refer to the future? 

4. When the Stage Manager says, "In our town, we like to know the facts about everybody..." what is he saying about the town? Is this bad or normal for such a small town? 

5. What is the children's relationship to the adults? When Joe Crowell, Jr. and Dr. Gibbs talk, how does Joe speak to him? 

6. Examine the character of Emily. She tells her mother, "I'm the brightest girl in school for my age..." What is her tone here? Is she bragging? 

7. What are the roles of the mothers as they see themselves? How was life in those days similar to now? How is it different? 

Act II (some of the questions reflect Act I as review) 

1. What is Prof. Willard's description of Grover's Corners? Why is it important? Is it important? 

2. What sorts of things does Mr. Webb tell us about the people of Grover's Corners? 

3. What is Emily's attitude towards school? How is this different from George's? 

4. How many years have elapsed since the first act? 

5. Why is the name of the act so important? What was the name of Act I? Discuss the importance of naming these acts and speculate what the third act will be called. 

6. What are the varying attitudes toward marriage here? Look at Joe Crowell, Si Crowell, George's and Emily's parents, etc. Look especially at Mrs. Gibb's comment about the over shoes. 

7. There is a flashback in this play. It shows how George and Emily fell in love. Why is this important? Why was it shown in this way and not as it happened? 

8. Explain: "The real hero of this scene isn't on the stage at all, and you know who he is. It's like what one of those European fellas said: every child born into the world is nature's attempt to make a perfect human being. Well, we've seen nature pushing and contriving for some time now. We all know that nature's interested in quantity; but I think she's interested in quality too..." 

Act III (:some of the questions reflect Act II as review) 

1. What is the reason for George and Emily's apprehension over the wedding? 

2. Is the ending of Act II simply platitudes about Love or is Wilder saying something more? 

3. How is the tone of Act III different from the first two acts (especially contrasting with Act II’s ending)? 

4. What is the Stage Manager's explanation for death and its effects? What has this to do with the play? 

5. What does Emily mean when she says, "Live people don't understand, do they?" 

6. Emily wants to go back for a day. Why does Mrs. Gibbs urge her not to? Why does she urge her to pick an "unimportant day"? 

7. Explain: “Do any human beings ever realize life while they live it? Every , every minute?" 

8. What are the differing views on life given her by the dead? 

9. Discuss the Stage Manager's final speech. How does the speech take us back to our own time and lives? 

10. What is the play's theme? 
