I Night, II Shopping, III Night
· Night and Night: the way things were


Summary: The main character flashes back to her life before.  Her memories are fuzzy like Winston’s in 1984.  She remembers her college days fondly, her husband, her child.  She also remembers some more troubling elements of her past: attending a book burning with her mother when she was a child; having her child taken from her for reasons still unknown.  So far these flashbacks are brief and fragmented, almost incoherent and scrambled.  It’s difficult from these two sections to determine the timeframe of the main character’s life but it seems to be set in modern times, somewhere in the US.
· Shopping: how bad could it be


Summary: We learn the main character’s name is Offred and she is called a Handmaid.  The world of this section is much different from that of the two flashbacks.  The attitudes, actions and attire are reminiscent of centuries old Puritanical culture.  The society seems more class based with women segregated by their role in the society and clothed in veils and habits like those worn by nuns.  It is unclear what the role of the Handmaid is in the society but it seems that they fill a subservient role to the men.  Very little plot unfolds in this chapter but for Offred going on a shopping trip with another Handmaid.  The two most telling events that occur are when Offred and her shopping companion Ofglen encounter a pregnant Handmaid at the store and later, when the two of them see the hanged bodies of what turn out to be abortion doctors.
· Characters


Offred: Main character, a Handmaid

Commander: Offred’s new “owner”

Commander’s Wife (Serena Joy)


Rita and Cora (“Marthas”): Servants in the Commander’s house

Nick (“Guardian”): Employee of the Commander

Ofglen: Offred’s Handmaid shopping companion

Moira: Offred’s college friend

Aunt Lydia: Trainer of the Handmaids


“Handmaids”: Red

“Marthas”: Dull Green

“Econowives”: Skimpy striped dresses

“Widows”: Black

“Commanders’ Wives”: Powder Blue
· Quotes for discussion
“The Marthas were not supposed to fraternize with us [Handmaids].” (15)
“Everything except the wings around my face is red: the color of blood which defines us.” (11)
“What does [the Commander’s Wife] envy me? ...I am a reproach to her; a necessity.” (20)
“As far as I’m concerned this is like a business transaction.”  (Commander’s Wife 21)

Ofglen: “’Blessed be the fruit,’ she says to me, the accepted greeting among us.

‘May the Lord open,’ I answer.” (25)

“She may be a real believer, a Handmaid in more than name.” (26)

“This is the heart of Gilead, where the war cannot intrude except on television.” (31)

“There is more than one kind of freedom, said Aunt Lydia.  Freedom to and freedom from.  In the days of anarchy, it was freedom to.  Now you are being given freedom from.  Don’t underrate it… We were a society dying of too much choice.” (33-4)
Like Fahrenheit 451: “The Japanese tourists came towards us… ‘Excuse me,’ says the interpreter… ‘He asks, are you happy.’” (39)
Like 1984: “They hadn’t fiddled with the gravestones, or the church either.  It’s only the more recent history that offends them.” (41)
“In the desert there is no sign that says, Thou shalt not eat stones.”









Sufi proverb

