	Suggested Topics, Resources, and Pacing

College Prep American Government  Prentice Hall Magruder’s American Government

	Please note: parents are advised to pre screen films and supplemental materials to determine suitability for their child.  Teachers, parents, and students may select their own favorite resource supplements, suitable to engage students and stimulate critical thinking.

Below are some general resources that will be helpful information/supplements for any American Government course and most are available through www.socialstudies.com
US Government, Book 1: We the People Center for Learning (publisher)

US Government, Book 2: Government by the People, Center for Learning (publisher)

Ten Internet Lessons/Projects in Government, by D. Conforti and F. Brown, DAC Educational Publications

Advanced Placement Comparative Government: A Practical Guide for Teachers 

American Mosaic, Multicultural Readings in Context, Rico & Mano

General Guidelines on Prep American Government Assignments

Weekly research and note taking assignments to reinforce main ideas and key terms

Weekly 1-5 informal written responses from journal entry assignments 

Weekly some combination of drawings, creative written expression, timeline entries, graphic organizers, charts, chapter review questions, visual presentation of understanding

Monthly 1 formal position paper developed and revised writing assignment from research (some can be substituted w/project)

Monthly 1 Visual/project creation (recommended, especially for visual/artistic folk)

Monthly work on timeline or other “mapping” project to be completed at the semester

Monthly work on semester-long research paper

Semesterly some practice with test taking

Semesterly connections between social studies and the greater world 

The student edition of this text has a plethora of options for assigning work to students to review understanding.  These assessment activities are located throughout the chapters, at the end of each section and at the end of each chapter.  The teacher edition has really excellent suggested follow up assignments and some great critical thinking topics and prompts.  The easiest way to assign work from this text will be to work with your student to see which types of comprehension and which types of critical thinking activities are most beneficial to him/her for reinforcing and inspiring further, supplemental research on a topic.  Some students will work best when they are assigned weekly assignments that involve using and analyzing visuals graphic organizers while other students will learn best when they are assigned questions that require longer, more thorough written responses.  Work with each of your students to find a pattern of questions to assign that will work best for him/her.  This outline indicates a general idea of how much and how often you should be assigning some of the different types of assignments that will result in portfolio elements being completed by the semester’s end.  The TE and the text identify very detailed information about which specific types of problems you could assign on a regular basis. Students will be expected to consult additional resources while completing critical response papers and a semester research paper once the information from the text has been digested.  Do not double-assign when students are completing supplemental research.  Continue to assign similar types of assignments whenever possible but the text should be viewed as only one of many resources available for delving into social studies content.  This text does a great job of aligning all topics it covers with applied, current events and other similar assignments so finding connections to the outside world and American Government is very manageable.


	Topics with approximate pacing suggestions:
	Text resource:
	Supplemental recommendations, selected readings/viewings from:

	1-2 weeks:

Influence of Greek, Roman, English, and European Governments on the Foundation of American Gov.

Constitution 

Federalism, The Fifty States, Federalist Papers

Separation of Church and State 
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4


	Are You…Liberal? Conservative? Or Confused?, by R. Maybury,  Bluestocking Guide, Political Philosophies, by J. Williams

Ancient Rome: How it Affects You Today, by R. Maybury, 

A Bluestocking Guide, Ancient Roma, by J.Williams

Internet research:

Center for Constitutional Rights

	4-6 weeks:

Three Branches of Government, Checks and Balances:

Legislative: Congress

Executive: Presidency, Foreign Policy, National Defense 

Judicial: Court System, Civil Rights, Civil Liberties


	Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21
	Current Issues: Critical Policy Choices Facing the Nation and the World, by Close Up Foundation 

Power and Terror: Post 9/11 Talks and Interviews, by N. Chomsky.

Whatever Happened to Justice, by R. Maybury, Uncle Eric Book, with:

A Bluestocking Guide to Justice, by K. Daniels (supplement to Whatever Happened to Justice)

Eyes on the Prize, film series

Civics & Government in Cartoons, with Lesson Plans and Reproducible Student Activity Assignment, by MindSparks (publisher). Intended for teachers.  

	2-3 weeks:

Democratic Society, Political Parties, Voting and the Electoral System, 

Mass Media and the Shaping of Public Opinion
	Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9
	Building a Democratic Society: Governments in Transition, by G. Mathews, Close Up Publishing.

Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media, by E. Herman and N. Chomsky (college level reading)

Sonoma County Peace and Justice Center

Internet research terms:

Bill Moyers (media critic)

democracynow.org

Pacifica Radio

	1 week:

Comparative Political/ Economic Systems and Philosophies 
	Chapter 22

Chapter 23
	

	1-3 weeks:

Landmark US Supreme Court Cases in Historical Context

Amendments to the Constitution

Citizenship, Equal Justice 
	Chapter 14

Chapter 15
	Please refer to textbook for sample cases.

	1-2 weeks:

National, State, Local and Tribal Governments, and elected offices
	Chapter 24

Chapter 25
	In the Absence of the Sacred: The Failure of Technology & The Survival of the Indian Nations, by Jerry Mander

Through Indian Eyes: The Native Experience in Books for Children, by B.Slapin and D. Seale.

American Mosaic

	2-3 weeks:

Policies and Programs: Energy, Environment, Business, Agriculture, Labor, Social Services, Education, Immigration, Foreign Policy and Defense
	Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17
	Dumbing Us Down, The Hidden Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling, by J.T. Gatto

Origins and History of American Compulsory Schooling, by J.T. Gatto

Monocultures of the Mind, by Vandana Shiva

Miseducation, by Noam Chomsky (college level reading)

Targeted, by Deepa Fernandez (book, immigration)

Crossing Arizona, film/immigration

American Mosaic (text)

From the Ground Up: Rethinking Industrial Agriculture, by P. Goebbels and H. Norberg-Hodge

Key internet terms:

William F. Buckley Jr.: education (plus other topics)

Dolores Huerta (immigration)

Cesar Chavez (immigration)

Minute Men 

	2-3 weeks:

Participatory Government, Political Activism and Civic Engagement, Conflict Resolution,

Political Parties
	Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 9

Chapter 25
	Sonoma County Peace and Justice Center

Local Chapter of the Republican/ Democratic/ Peace and Freedom/ Green/ Independent/etc., Party

Your local representatives, Senators, Congressional Members


	Sample Monthly assignments for Prep American Government using Prentice Hall text

	Week
	Assignment

	1
	Preview chapter 1 in text (Prentice Hall, Magruder’s American Government) on “Principles of Government.”  Note all Section Preview “Political Dictionary” terms and “Why it Matters” info in your social studies notebook.” Be sure that by the end of the chapter, you have are able to define of these terms.   Record Section Preview “Objectives” in your notebook as well.  Begin note-taking technique of your choice. Read chapter 1 in text this week.  Add to your notes and graphic organizers on items above as you go.  Complete all “Critical Thinking” sections throughout the chapter and in the Section Assessment. Your answers need to be full-paragraph answers. Also be sure you know all of the “Key Terms and Main Ideas” answers from the Section Assessment. Complete all “Close Up” activities.  Choose one issue or question from the “Critical Thinking” (From Section Assessment or Chapter Assessment) Or the “You Can Make a Difference” activity to complete a 30-minute non-stop write in your journal. Complete all “Online Activities OR tow Participation in Activities” from the chapter. Complete your choice of “Chapter 1 Self-Test” online or test pages from the test workbook. Complete the “Critical Thinking Skills” and Analyzing Political Cartoons” questions from the Chapter Assessment. 

Choose 1 “Participation Activities” or  “Critical Thinking” or “You Can Make a Difference” or “Government Online” or “Close Up” or “Skills for Life” (or teacher-assigned from the TE) questions/topics from any part of chapters 1-4 to investigate further and begin a “Position Paper/Project” based on your handout guidelines. Take notes and identify outside resources for more information for your topic by the end of this week.  

You should be researching and taking notes for your semester research project throughout this month.

	2
	Preview chapter 2 in text on “Origins of American Government.” Note all Section Preview “Political Dictionary” terms and “Why it Matters” info in your social studies notebook.” Be sure that by the end of the chapter, you have are able to define of these terms.   Record Section Preview “Objectives” in your notebook as well.  Begin note-taking technique of your choice. Read chapter 1 in text this week.  Add to your notes and graphic organizers on items above as you go.  Complete all “Critical Thinking” sections throughout the chapter and in the Section Assessment. Your answers need to be full-paragraph answers. Also be sure you know all of the “Key Terms and Main Ideas” answers from the Section Assessment. Complete all “Close Up” activities.  Choose one issue or question from the “Critical Thinking” (From Section Assessment or Chapter Assessment) Or the “You Can Make a Difference” activity to complete a 30-minute non-stop write in your journal. Complete all “Online Activities OR tow Participation in Activities” from the chapter. Complete your choice of “Chapter 1 Self-Test” online or test pages from the test workbook. Complete the “Critical Thinking Skills” and Analyzing Political Cartoons” questions from the Chapter Assessment.  Conduct research and take notes for “Position Paper/Project” that you have chosen to investigate further and continue with your “Position Paper/project.”  You should be researching and taking notes for your semester research project throughout this month.

	3
	Preview chapter 3 in text on “The Constitution.” Note all Section Preview “Political Dictionary” terms and “Why it Matters” info in your social studies notebook.” Be sure that by the end of the chapter, you have are able to define of these terms.   Record Section Preview “Objectives” in your notebook as well.  Begin note-taking technique of your choice. Read chapter 1 in text this week.  Add to your notes and graphic organizers on items above as you go.  Complete all “Critical Thinking” sections throughout the chapter and in the Section Assessment. Your answers need to be full-paragraph answers. Also be sure you know all of the “Key Terms and Main Ideas” answers from the Section Assessment. Complete all “Close Up” activities.  Choose one issue or question from the “Critical Thinking” (From Section Assessment or Chapter Assessment) Or the “You Can Make a Difference” activity to complete a 30-minute non-stop write in your journal. Complete all “Online Activities OR tow Participation in Activities” from the chapter. Complete your choice of “Chapter 1 Self-Test” online or test pages from the test workbook. Complete the “Critical Thinking Skills” and Analyzing Political Cartoons” questions from the Chapter Assessment.  Complete first draft for “Position Paper/Project” that you have chosen to investigate further and continue with your “Position Paper/project.”  Begin visual component of this.  You should be researching and taking notes for your semester research project throughout this month.

	4
	Preview chapter 4 in text on “Federalism.” Note all Section Preview “Political Dictionary” terms and “Why it Matters” info in your social studies notebook.” Be sure that by the end of the chapter, you have are able to define of these terms.   Record Section Preview “Objectives” in your notebook as well.  Begin note-taking technique of your choice. Read chapter 1 in text this week.  Add to your notes and graphic organizers on items above as you go.  Complete all “Critical Thinking” sections throughout the chapter and in the Section Assessment. Your answers need to be full-paragraph answers. Also be sure you know all of the “Key Terms and Main Ideas” answers from the Section Assessment. Complete all “Close Up” activities.  Choose one issue or question from the “Critical Thinking” (From Section Assessment or Chapter Assessment) Or the “You Can Make a Difference” activity to complete a 30-minute non-stop write in your journal. Complete all “Online Activities OR tow Participation in Activities” from the chapter. Complete your choice of “Chapter 1 Self-Test” online or test pages from the test workbook. Complete the “Critical Thinking Skills” and Analyzing Political Cartoons” questions from the Chapter Assessment.  Complete final draft of “Position Paper/project.” You should be researching and taking notes for your semester research project throughout this month.


