Research Paper/Project Guidelines:

Please explain to your student that a research paper is more than just a report. The paper needs to be based on an “angle” or line of inquiry developed by the student (sample research questions, by subject, follow below). Students should write in their own words and reference quoted material clearly throughout their paper. Please advise students to distinguish opinion from fact, and their own opinions from those of others. The objective is for students to develop research skills and higher order thinking, in addition to demonstrating subject matter awareness. Papers need to establish historical context, and be based on a minimum of five resources, such as books, internet, maps, magazines, interviews, film. Please refer to the grading rubric.

ISTs should support students by establishing a time line/pacing for completion of the research paper/project:

Month 1/6 

Student brainstorms and chooses a topic based on student interest.

Month 2/7

Student locates and gathers applicable research materials and gives a list to his/her IST. Please also consult the supplemental materials lists which can be found in the right hand column of the course/ curriculum outlines.

Student conducts research and compiles bibliography note cards and research notes.

Month 3/8 

Student writes a first draft containing a thesis statement based on a research question developed, connections made, and conclusions drawn, by the student. Please refer to sample research questions, below, and give/ ask for support, if needed. Student turns in his/ her draft to IST for feedback. ISTs/ students: please also refer to grading rubrics. Draft is included in midterm portfolio for review.

Month 4/9 

Student writes a final draft with cover page and works cited page, IST provides feedback for any final revisions.

Month 5/10

Research paper is added to portfolio and turned in to Dept. Chair

Research papers should be:

At least five pages in length

Font size 12

Double spaced

Include properly cited information from at least three different sources

Include a formally-formatted works cited page with at least five resources

Legibly hand written papers of equivalent length are acceptable. 

Sample Research Questions and Topics:

Students are encouraged to develop their own approach to their chosen topic of research, and draw their own conclusions based on research and analysis.

World History/Humanities 10A: 

-In what ways do historians, archeologists, and religious scholars agree/ disagree about events associated with (insert archeological site) in the Middle East?

-Were the witch hunts of the Inquisition a product of superstition, or were they politically motivated?

-In what ways have advances in weapons technology changed armed conflicts since/during (choose time period)?

-Did the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the outbreak of WW II?

US History/Humanities 11A:

-How did the Negro Baseball League reflect race relations in the 1920s?

-Why do some groups celebrate Indigenous People’s day, while most are celebrating Columbus Day?

-What were the motivating factors of the US invasion in Iraq?

-In what ways are the lives and messages of (choose your favorite leader, for example: Sojourner Truth, Cesar Chavez, etc.) still relevant and inspirational today?

Government Humanities 12A:

-Should a military draft be reinstated?

-In what ways is (insert landmark Supreme Court Case) relevant today?

-Is our current voting system a functioning part of the democratic process?

-Should independent journalists be allowed into regions of armed conflict?

Economics:

-Under which circumstances might the imposition of economic sanctions on other nations be justified/not justified, & why? (Eg: Burma/Myanmar, Cuba, China, Iraq under Saddam, South Africa under Apartheid) 

-Do the intended recipients benefit from US food aid and/or monetary aid to developing nations?

-Should corporations be allowed to patent life forms without restriction?

-In what ways can private media ownership affect the democratic process?

-Can continued economic growth be reconciled with ecological equilibrium?

