Response/ Position Paper Guidelines:

ISTs should support students by encouraging critical thinking assignments and by helping students structure and revise papers, based on topics that the student identifies closely with and is passionate about. 
Recommendation: expository and persuasive essay formats would be well suited for writing successful response/ position papers. 

 Please advise students to include:

- Introduction to the topic, student position on the issues.

- Background information to establish context
· Two or more opinions held by the opposition, stated objectively- showing understanding of the opposing viewpoint. 

· Well developed arguments and logical reasoning, based at least in part on the opinions held by the opposition

· Conclusion that restates the main points

· Please refer to the grading rubrics for additional information.

1. Throughout the semester, IST helps student brainstorm and choose topics based on student interest.

2. Student completes prewriting activities that allow for expression of a strong voice and opinion.

3. Student researches/gathers materials that offer multiple perspectives on the event or issue.

4. Student writes a first draft containing a thesis statement based on a research question developed, connections made, and conclusions drawn, by the student.

5. Draft is reviewed and commented on by IST.

6. Student writes final draft of 1-3 page paper.

Critical response papers should be:

1-3 pages in length

Font size 12

Double spaced

Include properly cited information 

Include a list of resources used

Legibly hand written papers of equivalent length are acceptable. 

Sample Sources for Response Paper Topics:

Critical thinking questions outlined in texts

Conflicting opinions materials

A controversial issue that merits further exploration

A current event that prompts significant interest and investigation

Optional Project Instead of One Response Paper:

Students may choose to do one hands on project per semester, in place of one of the three assigned response papers. A research project should represent approximately 5-8 hours of work and needs to be accompanied by a written narrative and project documentation.

Econ sample “hands on” project: Write a business plan, create a product prototype, explore production and marketing options. 

World History sample “hands on” project: Create paints using only the ingredients and methods available in 1600 and execute a painting. Compare to modern methods of painting. Make an item of clothing from raw materials. Reflect on the process.

US History sample “hands on” project:  Replicate a “History of Art Styles” in the US by creating original works of art (or creating a timeline of famous artworks) that exemplify characteristics of artistic movements throughout US History. Reproduce a work of art, or create an original work inspired by a historical art/ craft style. Example: make a “steamer trunk” with lid, build a Shaker style table, using hand tools.
American Government sample “hands on” project: Join/start an activist group, or get involved in an election campaign. Chronicle the process and include personal reflections.

Oral Presentation (optional, highly recommended):

Students may present their research paper/ project via video production, pod-cast, or to a live audience. 

