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Hands- On Projects

1) American Kids in History
This is a great series that has games, projects and activities for different time periods in American history. Grades 3-6
Available from Social Studies School Services
2) History Pockets

These are history units with lots of hand’s on projects and books for students to make. They have a lot of topics in US history and Ancient Civilizations. These are really popular. Grades 3-6

Available through Rainbow Resource and Skool Daze
Historical Fiction
This is a great resource to learn about history. This approach works especially well for students who enjoy learning through stories. 
1) Dear America Series
Written in compelling diary format, each volume of this historical fiction series conveys the spirit and color of a pivotal time in our nation's history. Extensively researched from actual diaries and letters, these books allow readers to experience the daily lives of girls from different eras (an epilog tells the fate of each girl in years to come), and each contains a resource section with maps, illustrations, and author's notes. Grades 4–8. 

Also available is the teaching guides and videos for selected books. . For more activities and resources, visit their website: http://www.scholastic.com/dearamerica/

Available from Social Studies School Services
2) My Name is America Series
Written by award-winning authors of historical fiction, these journals are carefully researched from actual sources to tell stories of boys living through difficult and dangerous times. An epilog reveals what happened to the book's characters in later years. Each title contains a resource section with maps, illustrations, a discussion guide, and author's notes. Grades 4–8. 

Also available is the teaching guides. For more activities and resources, visit their website: http://www.scholastic.com/dearamerica/
3) My America
Similar to the Dear America series but for younger students, My America books are historical fiction written in diary format by award-winning authors. The historical incidents they describe, given emotional impact by the thoughts and emotions of the young diarists, lead students to a more powerful personal understanding of the past’s particular conflicts and circumstances. Historical notes at the end of each book place the stories in perspective and reproduce relevant historic photos and documents. Grades 2–5. 

For more activities and resources, visit their website: http://www.scholastic.com/dearamerica/

4) Royal Diaries
Similar to The Dear America Series. Take a trip around the world, back through time and straight into the lives of royalty. Let these leading ladies surround you with the adventures, struggles and responsibilities of being part of a royal family while still trying to be yourself.
For more activities and resources, visit their website: http://www.scholastic.com/dearamerica/
4) Jean Fritz American History Series
The award-winning author discusses events and details of the Revolutionary era in her clear and humorous style. Each volume presents an informal biography of a famous historical figure and describes features of American colonial life. Grades 4–6. 

There are also teacher’s guides and videos available to go with these books.

Available from Social Studies School Services
5) Choosing Your Way Through America’s Past
This is an engaging series that puts students in fictional but historically accurate stories from different time periods from 1700’s to 1990’s. Each book has five stories which challenge the students to make critical choices on how the story will progress as they choose their own course of action. Grades 5-12

Available from Social Studies School Services
6) American Girl Series
This is a great series that has a series of books about 6 girls growing up in different eras of American history. They also have activity books and teacher’s guides to accompany each series. 

Available through Social Studies School Services, Rainbow
Teaching History Through Literature
1) Literature Connections to World History
A great resource that includes annotated bibliography of historical fiction, biographies, non fiction trade books, videos and CD ROM’S.  Grades 7-12
2) All Through the Ages
This is another book that lists both fiction and non-fiction books for each period of history. 
3) Literature and the Language Arts: The American Tradition
This is a high school textbook that integrates literature with US history. 

Project Ideas for Middle and High School Students
All of these resource books have a similar theme of taking history lessons out of the textbook and making them more relevant and meaninggul for students. 

1) Breaking Away from the Textbook

2) A Passion of the Past 

3) Beyond the Textbook
4) Bring History Alive
Available through Social Studies School Services
History Series for Younger Students

1) If You Lived …..
This is a great series that uses a question/ answer format with great illustrations to give students an accurate representation of life during that time period. Some of the topics cover Native American Tribes, Colonial Life, Revolutionary War, Slavery, and Westward Expansion.  Grades 3-6

Available from Social Studies School Services
2) You Wouldn’t Want to …Series

Great series filled with humor and hilarious illustrations that touch upon interesting and accurate historical facts about a time period. Some topics included are Columbus, Colonial and Pioneer Period, Wild West, Civil War and Ancient Civilizations. Grades 2-5
Available from Social Studies School Services
3) Picture the Past Series

By helping readers visit various communities from America’s past, these fulsomely illustrated books explore important events as seen through the lens of everyday life. Brief topical essays in large type are accompanied on every page by full-color illustrations that range from archival art to photographed reenactments. Each volume includes a timeline and a map. Grades 1–3.

Available from Social Studies School Services
4) Liberty’s Kids
These books have the same characters as the DVD’s and videos. A humorous and visual approach  to events leading to the Revolutionary War. Grades 3-6

Available from Social Studies School Services
Magazines

1) Kids Discover 

Glossy, colorful pages examine historical events; famous people; cultural traditions; artistic, scientific, and literary achievements; and daily life. Two-page spreads use simple explanations to accompany richly colored photographs, artwork, and diagrams that illuminate multiple aspects of the magazine’s subject. Two pages of activities conclude each magazine. Topics include Beginnings of America and America 
History. Grades 4–8.

Teaching guides are available for downloading. 

Available from Social Studies School Services
2) Calliope- World History Magazine for ages 9-14

Each theme-based issue is a journey of discovery that brings you face-to-face with the people, places, and cultures that came before us. Dramatic tales from history are enhanced with high-interest art from the world's leading museums. Ages 9-14
Teacher guides and resources are available for downloading. This can be ordered as a yearly subscription, theme packs or magazines on specific topics.

Available from Cobblestone Publishers

3) Appleseeds

Imaginations soar with fascinating articles, photographs, and activities that explore the history and culture of people and places both faraway and near. Each issue contains games, puzzles and recipes related to the culture. Ages 8-11

Teacher guides and resources are available for downloading. This can be ordered as a yearly subscription, theme packs or magazines on specific topics.

Available from Cobblestone Publishers

4) Cobblestone- US History 
Written and designed to meet curriculum standards for history-social science and serve as a lively and entertaining reading experience that will motivate young people to learn, COBBLESTONE® is an excellent supplement - or replacement - for a textbook. Each issue contains detailed articles, time lines, primary sources, historic photographs, maps, as well as original illustrations and fun activities.
Teacher guides and resources are available for downloading. This can be ordered as a yearly subscription, theme packs or magazines on specific topics.

Available from Cobblestone Publishers

5) Faces

In our increasingly multicultural world, it's important to understand how people in other countries and cultures live. FACES® brings you that knowledge. FACES® fosters an appreciation of other cultures and traditions and encourages young readers to think from new perspectives. Photographs, original illustrations, maps, time lines, activities, recipes, and folk tales add to the reading experience. Ages 9 and up

Teacher guides and resources are available for downloading. This can be ordered as a yearly subscription, theme packs or magazines on specific topics.

Available from Cobblestone Publishers

Critical Thinking

1) Taking Sides
These two volumes cover controversial issues from world history presenting opposing sides and asking students to interpret the viewpoints.  Grades 10 and up

Available at Social Studies School Services
2) You Decide 

This books guides students in applying the Bill of Rights to 
Actual Supreme Court cases. Grades 7 and up

Available from Critical Thinking Books and Software

3) Critical Thinking in US History

This is a four book series that present conflicting perspectives on major events in US history.  This provides the students will documents to analyze and activities to help them solve problems. Grades 6  and up.
Available from Critical Thinking Books and Software

Using Primary Resources

1) Document Based Activities for World History
These are designed to help students think like historians by presenting them with primary sources on the internet. Each book focuses on 5 activities including analyzing, interpreting and forming opinions. Grades 6-12 

Available from Social Studies School Services
2) Jackdaw Kits
These are primary source kits that provide a visual introduction of the time period by presenting students with letters, maps, engravings, diaries, newspapers and other historical documents. They have an extensive collection on US History and World History topics.  Each unit has a comprehensive teacher’s guide with lesson plans and activities to use with the documents. Grades 7-12 

Available from Social Studies School Services

3) Teaching With Primary Resource Series

BIOGRAPHIES
1) “Biography,” series DVD/Video

Available from Teacher’s Video Company

2) Books and DVDs/Videos, charts, posters

Black Profiles in Courage

Available from Social Studies School Services
DVD/VIDEO

1) Liberty’s Kids
Made with Disney-style animation featuring celebrity voices, these historically accurate programs focus on people and events central to the nation's birth. Stories unfold through the eyes of apprentices Sarah Phillips and James Hiller, who report on the Revolution for Ben Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette. Episodes are enhanced with music, celebrity voices, and onscreen review activities.

Available from Social Studies School Services
2) This is America… Charlie Brown

Mixing historic photographs and film footage with animated cartoon sequences, Charles Schulz's ever-popular cartoon characters interact with the real history of America. Lighthearted fun and serious facts are combined in a way that invites young viewers to imagine themselves going back in time and taking part in historical events. Grades 3–5

Available from Social Studies School Services
3) Animated Hero Classics

This is a great series of videos that offers animated depictions of famous heroes. They are great for  note taking and gaining information about these heroes. Grades 1-5

Available from Social Studies School Services
4) World History on the Screen  by Wendy S Wilson and Gerald Herman
This is a resource that explores world history through the use of historical films. The films are arranged by topic and each feature film has a synopsis, ideas for discussion and student activities. Grades 5-12
5) American History on the Screen by Wendy S. Wilson and Gerald Herman

This is a resource that explores topics in US History through the use of film. The films are arranged by topic and each feature film has a synopsis, ideas for discussion and student activities. Grades 5-12
5) History Goes to the Movies by Joseph Roquemore
A viewer’s guide to historical movies that separates fact from fiction. Each description  includes an assessment of the historical accuracy and suggestions for further reading. 

Available from Social Studies School Services
6) National Geographic Videos 

A series of booklets and worksheets on different topics including:

     World Cultures People and Places

      World  Regions Geography and Environment

      Civilizations Past to Present

      American Communities Across Time

Travel Across America

Videos/DVDs on a wide range of topics are also available.

Available from www.nationalgeographic.com/education/
7) Teacher’s Media

This is a great catalog that has videos and DVD’s on a variety of social studies topics. You can check out their website at www.teachersmediacompany.com
8) Voices from America’s History

This exciting four-book series is back with a brand-new look. Through this “living” version of history, students will hear actual words of presidents, pioneers, and explorers and relive historical events through the eyes of those who lived them. Each title includes a 48-page resource book, two CDs of historical songs and narratives, and three full-color 163/4" x 219/16" pull-out posters. 

Available from Creative Teaching Press

CD ROM’s

1) American History Inspirer: The Civil War
This fast paced game takes student on a scavenger hunt through the events leading up to the Civil War. This CD ROM comes with lessons plans and a resource list. Grades 5-12

Available from Social Studies School Services
2) Where in the World  or USA is Carmen Sandiego? 

Available from Educational Resources

3) Educational Resources
This is another great resource for educational software. See their website www.edresources.com
Online Resources
1) Webquests 
WebQuests are among the most fascinating applications on the Internet for K-12 educators. Student centered and inquiry based, a WebQuest challenges students to explore the web for information and it is an excellent way to integrate the Internet into the classroom. Traditionally WebQuests have an introduction, a process, a task, a list of resources, a conclusion, and an evaluation.
They have them on all topics. Check out their website at www.webquest.org
2) SCORE Resource
This stands for Schools of California Online Resources for Education. This is an excellent resource with over 500 websites linked to California State Standards for History and Social Studies. You can search by topic and/ or standards. You can also search for historical literature to use for that topic in history. This site is highly recommended.

Check out their website: http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/
FOR VISUAL LEARNERS

1) World History in Caricature and Cartoon
This series presents world history through cartoons. Each book includes discussion ideas and activities to use with each picture. 
2) American History Through Art 
3) Dover Coloring Guides

This series offers books on many topics that include great pictures and interesting facts about that period of history. 

Available at Copperfields

4) Timelines
These are a great way to study and supplement the study of history. Both Social Studies School Services and Rainbow Resource have a variety of timelines for both US and World History. Students can also purchase or make their own timelines. 

5) Social Studies Weekly
This is an engaging history series that can be used alone or to supplement. They have the series available for Local California History, California history, US History, World History and Geography. The students receive a weekly newspaper with great articles, activities, games and puzzles. Also included is a teacher’s guide and quizzes. 

Available from North Mountain Publishing Company 
TEXTBOOK PROGRAMS

Elementary

1) History of US

A Series of 10 books by Joy Hakim that recounts US history is an engaging and informative style.

Available from Copperfields, SSSS
GEOGRAPHY

1) Map of the month 

This vendor creates poster sized maps for the students to create. You can order a home-school packet that includes 18 different maps. 
Available from Map of the Month
2) Discovering World Geography with Books Kids Love by Nancy Chicola and Eleanor English
This book uses children’s literature to teach geography concepts.  Grades K-6
3) Map Mysteries

This is a great resource for teaching United States geography. Each region of the country has a scavenger hunt to find the answers to geographical clues. Grades 4-6

 Available from Creative Teaching Press

4) Comic Strip Map Skills 

This book will engage your students in learning map skills while reading cartoons and engaging maps. Grades 4-8

Available from Scholastic

5) Mapping the World by Heart

This kit was developed by David Smith in response to nationwide requests from teachers who had read about his innovative approach to teaching geography. Smith's students spend several class periods per week over the course of a year studying every aspect of making maps and every region of the world; by the end of the year, they are able to draw a map of the world in incredible detail when handed a blank piece of board. The Regular Kit includes adaptable lesson plans, reproducible handouts and maps, a teacher introduction video, and a list of addresses for geography resources.

Available through Social Studies School Services
6) Seeing Through Maps

Learn to read and interpret maps and understand how maps are made.

Available through Social Studies School Services
7) Geographic Literacy

Students learn to read and interpret maps and become familiar with the physical locations and characteristics of different regions of the world.

Available through Social Studies School Services
8) Longitude  by David Sobel

The subtitle tells it all: “The True Story of a Lone Genius Who Solved the Greatest Scientific Problem of His Time.”

This story is also dramatized by PBS and available on DVD, entitled, “Longitude.”

Available through Social Studies School Services
9) Where on Earth? Understanding Latitude and Longitude

Workbook to teach geography skills and concepts with reading selections, diagrams, activities and worksheets.

Available through Social Studies School Services
10) Roadside Geology series

Describes geological features that can be seen from major roadways in northern California.

 Available through Copperfields

ATLASES
The Illustrated World’s Religions 

Women in the Material World

The African American Atlas

The Routledge Atlas of African American History

State of the World Atlas

Atlas of  Hispanic-American History

All available from Social Studies School Services
ECONOMICS/GOVERNMENT
1) Uncle Eric books 

Available from Bluestocking Press
OTHER RESOURCES
National History Day
National History Day (NHD) is a highly regarded academic organization for elementary and secondary school student that promotes performance-based learning.

Each year, more than half a million students, encouraged by thousands of teachers nationwide participate in the NHD contest. Students choose historical topics related to a theme and conduct extensive primary and secondary research through libraries, archives, museums, oral history interviews and historic sites. After analyzing and interpreting their sources and drawing conclusions about their topics’ significance in history, students present their work in original papers, exhibits, performances and documentaries. These products are entered into competitions in the spring at local, state (History Day in California) and national levels where they are evaluated by professional historians and educators. The program culminates in a national competition each June held at the University of Maryland at College Park.

www.crf-usa.org/history_day/HistoryDay.html
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