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Skeletal Structure of a 5-paragraph Essay: 
A thesis statement is one sentence that expresses a point you want to make rather than stating a fact. An effective thesis statement has two parts: 

1. The subject you are writing about. 

2. Your opinion about it. 

Thesis statement: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The first sentence of each body paragraph is a topic sentence. Topic sentences need to do two things: 

1. Explain what your paragraph is about

2. Relates back to your main idea from your thesis statement

Topic Sentence # 1: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence # 2: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence # 3: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

